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County Matching Funds Requirement 
As you may already know, the omnibus bill passed by the legislature this year includes a 
HAVA matching funds proviso that county officials should note. In order for the state to 
receive HAVA title II funding (approximately $7.5 million in FY 2004), a five percent 
match must be provided.  The proviso in the omnibus bill specifies that three percent 
(approximately $225,000) of the match will come from the state general fund and the 
remaining two percent (approximately $150,000) will be provided by Kansas counties.  
 
Each county’s contribution will be determined using a formula which compares the 
county voting age population to state voting age population. There is a minimum 
contribution of $250. Tentative county contribution amounts were distributed at the 
Kansas County Clerks and Election Officials Association May conference and in a 
subsequent mailing to county election officials who were not in attendance. The tentative 
amounts are a guideline for counties as they plan their 2004 budget. 
 
When the federal government confirms the exact amount of title II funding Kansas is 
eligible to receive, the secretary of state’s office will send each county a notice of 
payment due. In the meantime, counties owing the minimum amount of $250 may remit 
payment to the secretary of state’s office beginning July 1, 2003. Payments must be 
received by June 30, 2004. 
 
Accessibility Grants 
On Wednesday, May 21, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services published a 
notice regarding administration of the grant program established by HAVA for payments 
to state and units of local government to assure access for individuals with disabilities. 
Despite earlier information, states are the only eligible applicants due to how the federal 
appropriations statute was drafted. States are, therefore, encouraged to work with their 
units of local government to meet local accessibility needs once funding is received at the 
state level. The secretary of state’s office plans to assess statewide accessibility needs and 
apply for funding by early July. Grant payments to states will be based on a voting age 
population formula with minimum payment of $100,000; Kansas is eligible to receive 
$110,057. 
 
Central Voter Registration Request for Proposal 
Planning for a new statewide central voter registration (CVR) system has entered a new 
phase. The secretary of state’s office has partnered with Jim Minihan of IMERGE 
Consulting to develop a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the CVR system. A vendor, who 
will develop and implement the CVR system, will be selected through the RFP process. 
We expect the RFP process to span approximately one year. 
 
The RFP will be developed with assistance from the central voter registration work 
group. The following individuals are members of the work group:  Bryan Caskey (SOS), 



Mike Stewart (Chief Information Officer, SOS), Sheila Walker (Director, Division of 
Motor Vehicles), Tim Blevins (Chief Information Technology Officer, Department of 
Revenue), Denise Moore (Director, Division of Information Services), Rebecca 
Bossemeyer (Geary County Clerk), Kathy Peckman (Miami County Clerk), Don 
Merriman (Saline County Clerk), Elizabeth Ensley (Shawnee County Election 
Commissioner), Michelle Garrett (Morris County Clerk), Connie Schmidt (Johnson 
County Election Commissioner), Rich Vargo (Riley County Clerk), Mary Brown (Clay 
County Clerk) and John Debes (Information Technology, Barton County). This group 
met for the first time on Thursday, May 29. 
 
Kansas Election Reform Advisory Council / State Plan 
The advisory council met for the final time this year on Thursday, May 29 in Topeka. 
Members had an opportunity to review the latest draft of the state plan. The state plan 
will be available for public review on June 12, 2003; it will be posted on the secretary of 
state’s website. A public hearing will be held on June 27, 2003, and public comments on 
the draft will be heard. The secretary of state’s office will consider recommendations 
made and file a final draft with the Election Assistance Commission in July. 
 
 
  
 
 


