
As you are aware, in 2002 the United States Congress
 passed the Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”) in

response to the call for election reform across the nation.
Beginning January 1, 2003, HAVA became a reality and
the time has come for us to embrace the challenge of
implementing numerous federal requirements on the state
and local levels.

Many of you have already inquired about HAVA and I’m
sure many others are pondering the potential ramifi-
cations
on
Kansas’
electoral
system.
As you
may
already
expect,
election procedures will undergo many changes in the
coming years. To keep you apprised of important
changes and progress on the election reform project,
this is the first installment in a series of periodic “HAVA
Updates”. Future installments of this publication will be
sent via e-mail when possible.

While there are many components of HAVA that must be
addressed, the law is most manageable when subdivided
into four main topics:
    • voting standards and education
    • accessibility
    • finance
    • central voter registration
These topics, and many others, will be addressed at length
in future installments of this publication.

Implementation of HAVA in Kansas will be spread over
several years. However, for your information, I have briefly
summarized two topics I believe may be of immediate
interest.

1  Developing a state plan
     Kansas must develop a state plan as a prerequisite to
receiving federal requirements payments for our election
reform project. The plan will be a living document and
must be submitted on an annual basis. Our first plan will
be completed this summer.
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The state plan will be developed by the Secretary of State’s
office with assistance from a new advisory council. We
are in the process of assembling a diverse group of
individuals, including county election officials, who will
each bring a unique perspective to the table. This group
will meet for the first time in the next few weeks.

As part of the state plan, new training programs will be
developed for the following groups:

• voters
• election officials
• poll workers

During the HAVA implementation process, training will
undoubtedly play a vital role as election procedures
change.

2  Legislation
        Several HAVA requirements require implementation
and compliance by January 1, 2004. On this basis, the
Secretary of State’s office will propose HAVA-related
legislation this session. At this time we are in the midst of
developing our proposal and more details will be
forthcoming at a later date.

For your information, the HAVA topics to be addressed
this year include:

• federal services voting requirements
• voter identification requirements
• provisional voting requirements
• voter registration form requirements
• new information required to be posted at
  polling places

As our legislative proposals take shape and are introduced
to the legislature, I will provide further details and keep
you apprised of our progress.

We hope this forum will address pertinent issues and
questions regarding HAVA. Feel free to contact me at
785-296-0080 or via e-mail at mindym@kssos.org with
your questions. I look forward to meeting and working
with you on this project.
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